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Amendments To The Claims: 
Claims 1-8. (Canceled) 

Claim 9. (Currently amended) A cylindrical stent fomied from a single piece of metal, the 
stent comprising a mvdtiplicity of sets of strut members with each set of strut members forming a 
closed cylindrical structure having a longitudinal axis collinear with a longitudinal axis of the 
stent, the closed structure comprised of interconnected strut members, each stmt member 
connected at a first end to an adjacent strut member and at a second end to another adjacent stmt 
member, dio stent oonotruotod and oirangod ouch that in on unoxpondod otato of tho Gtcnt, each 
strut mombor io poiallol to tho longitudinal oxia of tho otont and oquidiotant firom adjacent otrut 
m o mboro to whioh it ia connootod. thoro being a gap botwoon struts which ore adjaoont on e 
another and paiallol to one another, in an expanded state of the stent each stmt member being 
non-parallel to the longitudinal axis, adjacent sets of strut members being coupled each to the 
other by connectors, each of said connectors being diagona l relative to the longitudinal axis, said 
stent having a proximal end, a distal end and a center section located approximately half-way 
between said proximal and distal ends, said stent having two types of circumferentially extending 
sets of strut members, a first type of set of strut members and a second type of set of strut 
members, the first type of set of strut members having a shorter total circumferential length as 
compared to the total circumferential length of the second type of set of strut members, only the 
set of stmt members at the distal end of the stent and only the set of strut members at the 
proximal end of the stent being the second type of set of strut members, the stent when expanded 
having a uniform diameter and having the first type of set of strut members having greater radial 
rigidity as compared to the second type of set of strut members. 

Claim 10. (Previously presented) The stent as recited in claim 9 where said first type of set 
of stmt members has a length in the longitudinal direction that is less than the length in the 
longitudinal direction of said second type of set of stmt members. 

Claim 1 1 . (Previously presented) The stent as recited in claim 9 where there is at least one of 
the first type of set of strut members at said center section of the stent. 

Claim 12. (Previously presented) The stent as recited in claim 9 where said stent is balloon 
expandable. 

Claim 1 3 . ( Previously presented) The stent as recited in claim 9 where said stent is a radially 
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self-expanding stent. 

Claim 14. C Previously presented) The stent as recited in claim 9 where said stent is a 
mechanically expandable stent. 
Claim 15. (Cancelled) 
Claim 16. (Cancelled) 

Claim 17. ( Previously presented) The stent of claim 9 wherein the connectors are disposed at 
an oblique angle relative to the longitudinal axis of the stent 

Claim 18. (Currently amended) A stent formed from a single piece of material, the stent 
comprising a multipUcity of sets of stmt members with each set of strut members forming a 
serpentine closed structure which extends about the circumference of the stent, the closed 
stmcture comprised of strut members, each strut member connected at a first end to one adjacent 
strut via a curved end segment and at a second end to another adjacent strut via another curved 
end segment, the curved end segments being of the same length, adjacent sets of strut members 
being coupled each to the other by connectors, each connector being diagonal relative to a 
lon gitudinal axis of the stent, said stent having a proximal end, a distal end and a center section 
located approximately half-way between said proximal and distal ends, said stent having two 
types of circumferentially extending sets of strut members, a first type of set of stmt members 
and a second type of set of strut members, the first type of set of strut members forming a path 
that follows along the serpentine closed stmcture of one of the sets of strut members about the 
periphery of the stent which has a shorter total length as compared to the total length of a 
pathway that follows along the serpentine closed stmcture of another of the sets of stmt members 
about the periphery of the stent formed by the second type of set of stmt members, only the set of 
stmt members at the distal end of the stent and only the set of stmt members at the proximal end 
being the second type of set of stmt members, the stent when expanded having a uniform 
diameter and havmg the first type of set of stmt members having greater radial rigidity as 
compared to the second type of set of stmt members. 

Claim 1 9. ( Previously presented) The stent of claim 1 8 wherein the connectors are disposed 
at an obUque angle relative to the longitudinal axis of the stent. 

Claim 20. ( Previously presented) The stent of claim 1 8 wherein the circumferentially 
extending closed stmcture is in the form of a cylindrical zig-zag. 


PACE 4m • RCVD AT 2f2S/2005 3:02:02 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO.EFXRF-1/2 * 0108:8720306 * CSID:eS2 SS3 3009 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):02-40 


